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IN THE CLAIMS 
PLEASE AMEND THE CLAIMS AS FOLLOWS: 

1. (currently amended) A method for classifying a message, comprising: 
receiving a messa ge , the message including a message body: 
identifying all items of a certain type in the message body: 
reducing each of the all items of a certain type to a canonical equivalent that 

identifies a group of synonymous words or phrases; 
determining whether the canonical equivalent of each of the items of a certain 

type meets a criterion , the criterion corresponding to an acceptable item: 
classifying the message based on whether the canonical equivalent of each and 

in the event that all of the items of a certain typ e are determined to meet 

the criterion : and , determination a cla s sification of tho message 
processing the message in accordance with the classification of the messag e. 

Z (cancelled) 

3. (currently amended) The method of A method for cloaaifying a meoaage aa recited in 
claim l x wherein the items of a certain type include a distinguishing property. 

4. (currently amended) The method of A method for classifying a message as recited in 
claim 1^ wherein the items of a certain type include a contact point. 

5. (currently amended) The method of A method for claooifying a mcaaago aa recited in 
claim [[1]] wherein the items include a contact point includes that is a universal 
resource locator (URL). 
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6. (currently amended) The method of A method for clasoifyinft a mcooafic ao recited in 
claim [[I]] 4,. wherein the itcmo includes a contact point includes that io a phone 
number. 

7. (currently amended) The method of A method for olaooifyinfi a message as recited in 
claim [[1]] wherein the itcmp includes a contact point includes that is an address. 

8. (cancelled) 

9. (cancelled) 

10. (currently amended) The method of A method for clas3ifying a mcGoagc as recited 
m claim 1 L wherein determining whether the canonical equivalent of each of the items 
of a certain type meets [[the]] a. criterion further includes reducing the item to ito 
canonical equivalent and computing a signature based on the canonical equivalent. 

11. (currently amended) The method of A method for classifying a message aa recited 
m claim 1(L wherein determining whether the canonical equivalent of each of the items 
meets the criterion further includes deriving a signature from the item and determining 
whether the signature exists in a database of acceptable signatures. 

12. (cancelled) 
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13. (currently amended) The method of A method for classifying q message as recited 
in claim 1 . further comprising updating a d atabase of acceptable items throuph_a 
re gistration process wherein; determining whether each of items moeto the criterion 
includes determining whether the item exists in a database of acceptable items; and the 
database ic updated by a registration process . 

14 (currently amended) The method of A r method for classifying a message as recit e d 
m claim 13, wherein the registration process includes: 
receiving a registration message; 

checking a certificate associated with the message, the certificate confirming that 
detcnhining whether the registration message is from an acceptable 
source; [[and]] 

In the even that the registration is from on acceptable source, 
extracting an item from the message; and 

adding an entry derived from the item to the database of acceptable items . 

15. (cancelled) 

16. (cancelled) 

17. (currently amended) The method of A method for classifying a message as recited 
» claim 1 , further comprising updating a database of acceptable items wherein: 
determining whether each of items meet the criterion includes determining whether the 
item exists in a database of acceptable items; and the database is updated by 
aggregating user input. 
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18. (currently amended) The method of A method for classifying q moooafto ao recited 
m claim Y7 L wherein aggregating user input includes: 

extracting an item from a user classified message; and 
updating the state of the item based on the user classification. 

19. (currently amended) The method of A method for claGPifying a mes s age QO recited 
m claim 1 . further comprising updating a database of acceptable items wherein: 
determining whether each of the items meets a elaooification criterion includes 
determining whether the items exist in a databaoc of aceop table items; and the database 
isupdatcd by post-processing stored messages. 
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20. (currently amended) A system for classifying a message comprising: 

an interface coupled to a mail server, the interface configured to receive the 

message , the message in cluding a messaee body; 
a processor at the mail server, the processor configured to execute instructions 

stored in memory, the i nstructions including the steps of coupled to the 

interface, configured to : 

identif ying all items of a certain type in the message body: 

reducing each of the all items of a certain type to at canonic al equivalent 

that identifies a group of synonymous words or phrases; 
determine determining whether the canonical equivalent of each of the 

items of a certain type meets a criterion, .the criterion 

corres ponding to an acceptable item; 
classifying the messag e based on whether the canonical equivalent of 

each and in the event that all of the items of a certain type are 

determined to meet the criterion / determine a classification of the 

messag e: and 

processing the message in accor dance with the classification of the 
message . 
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21. (currently amended) A com puter-rea da b l e storage medium having embodied 
thereon a program, the pro g ram beine executable by a computer to perfpym a method 
computer program product for classifying a message, the method comprising *e 
co mput e r program prorlnrt b"™g ^i^HinH m a computer readable medium and 
comprising computer instructions for : 

receiving a message , the message including a message body; 

identifying all items of a certain type in the message body; 

reducin g each of the all items of a certain type to a canonical equivalent that 

identifies a group of svnonvmous words or phrases; 
determining whether the canonical equivalent of each of the items of a certain 

typ e meets a rriteHon . the criterion corresponding to an acceptable item; 
classif ying the message based on whether the canonical equivalent of each and 
in the event that all of the items of a certain type are determined to meet 
the criterio n: and f determination a classification of the message 
processing the message in accordance with the classification of th e message, 

22. (new) The method of claim 11, further comprising updating the database of 
acceptable signatures through a registration process. 

23. (new) The method of claim 1, wherein processing the message in accordance with 
the classification of the message includes delivering the message to an intended 
recipient of the message if the message is classified as non-spam, 

24. (new) The method of claim 1, wherein processing the message in accordance with 
the classification of the message includes further analysis of the message if the . 
classification of the message is indeterminate. 



PACE 11/18 ' RCVO AT 7/9/2007 5:19:35 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] « SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-8/2 * DN1S: 2738300 " CSID:65081 23444 * DURATION (mm -ss): 03-22 



